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Fall 2007 
  

 
CHAIRS CORNER 
 
Mesut Muslu 
I would like to begin by inviting all of you to our 
Homecoming events this year.  Homecoming dinner is on 
Friday Oct. 5th  in Pioneer Crossing in the Pioneer Student 
Center,  Social is at 6pm, dinner at 7.  Contact Mary Kurth if 
interested by Friday September 27 (kurth@uwplatt.edu or 
608-342-1711).  Parade is at 10am  and Brat Fest is from 
11:30 to 2 on the East patio of the Ottensman Hall.are on 
Saturday Oct. 6th this year.  I hope to see many of you at this 
year’s homecoming events. 
 
There are a few exciting developments that I want to share 
with you.  First, I am happy to report to you that we have 
received the final report from ABET, and the report indicated 
that ABET found no deficiencies or weaknesses in the EE 
program.  That means maximum possible accreditation from 
ABET.  I want to take this time to thank many of you who 
returned the surveys and provided feedback regarding how 
well the EE program meets its goals.  I want you to know that 
your feedback is an important part of ABET’s consideration.  
We are proud to have an outstanding group of alumni.  Thank 
you for your efforts to make this institution a great place for 
an outstanding education. 
 
Second, if you have been in Platteville recently, you must 
have noticed that the new engineering building construction is 
in full swing.  We are looking forward to moving into the new 
engineering building with brand new EE labs and facilities in 
Spring 2009.   
 
Speaking of a new building, I am happy to report to you that 
our collaborative program in Janesville has also moved into a 
new facility.  The facility with a laboratory, a classroom, and 
faculty offices was built by Janesville and the surrounding 
communities and industries and was opened this fall.  Also, 
we have just hired a second faculty member for Rock County 
collaborative program.  Dr. Liya (Grace) Ni is an assistant 
professor of electrical engineering who graduated from the 
University of Waterloo, Canada.  She has several years of 
industrial experience in controls and with a particular interest 
in virtual reality and telehaptics.  I hope some of you in the 
area would stop by and introduce yourselves and welcome her 
and her family to Janesville.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I would like to close with my thanks to you for your visits, 
calls, and notes.  I am looking forward to seeing many of you 
at the Homecoming 2007. 
   
EE News Items 
 
May 2007 Graduates 
   Employer 
 
Joseph Bauer  Durrant 
Austin Burgener Minarik Drives 
Joseph Butterfield WI Public Service 
Hans Christiansen ComED 
Matthew DeCleene Tricore 
Jason Engman  L & S Electric 
Arash Ghodsian  ATC 
Jacob H endrickson Bldg Automation Products 
Robert Menard  Continental Automotive Sys 
Heidi Mikulsky  John Deere 
Adam Niemuth  ATC 
Mark Panzer  Plexus 
Michael Robinson Kimberly Clark 
Justin Rosin  John Deere 
Eric Schipferling REALTIME Utility Engineers 
Joshua Styx  Transocean 
Daniel Svenkson   
Brad Zdroik  Madison Gas & Electric   
 
2007-2008 Scholarship Recipients 
Sarah Bins   Wisconsin Energy 
Nicole Maas   Wisconsin Energy 
Jeffrey Theusch   Arthur Cooke 
Jonathan Quenzer  Arthur Cooke 
Deepika Ganju   Gray Family 
Chad Dolphin   IEEE Student Chapter 
Nicholas David Jill Pamperin/Miles Hill                                                     

“Lab Rat” 
Aymie Oliver   IEEE 
Ryan Nicholson   Platteville Rotary 
Nicholas David   John Abraham Cleven 
David Pietrowiak  John Abraham Cleven 
Ryan Nicholson   EE Commemorative 
Chad Dolphin   Frank Russell Memorial 
 
CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
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Eta Kappa Nu News 
 
HKN - Eta Kappa Nu 
Eta Kappa Nu is enjoying the start of a great semester.  We 
have several projects planned for this semester.  EE377 and 
EE378, Digital and Microprocessors, students can purchase 
their general purpose logic kits and 8051 micro controller kits 
in the Communications Laboratory, Otts 170.  These parts kits 
contain the essential devices for these classes.     
 
This semester’s technical projects include the Autonomous 
Navigation Robot, an ongoing HKN project.  The semester’s 
work includes a possible robotic arm and a two way audio 
communication system between operator and machine.  The 
robot will soon be assisting in tours of Ottensman Hall.  
Another project idea being tossed around is that of an 
unmanned, Ariel Vehicle.  Any ideas?? 
 
Recently, a collaborative effort has been proposed amongst the 
engineering honor societies.  We are considering a keynote 
speaker on one of today’s current engineering topics, and also 
visiting area schools to demonstrate and promote Engineering 
in all fields.  Class projects are a great way to show what we 
can do with our knowledge, and the possibilities are limitless.   
 
In addition to these activities, our involvement in the Adopt-a-
Highway cleanup program, along Highway 151, will again be 
occurring this year.  Although times have not yet been decided 
for this event, all are welcome to join us, in this and all 
projects, as we continue reaching for success. 
  

 
IEEE NEWS 
.  Greetings once again from the IEEE student branch!  
We continue our activities and fund raising events into the 
new semester and are always looking to expand.  We have 
recently assembled resistor binders which are available for 
purchase and we are still looking in to making Electrical 
Engineering T-shirts.  We also continue to contact UWP 
alumni to come speak and hopefully increase the EE interest.  

 
Continuing officers are Dan Winter as President and 

Ryan McConnell as Secretary.  The new officers are Bekki 
Walsh as Vice President and Latif Manner as Treasurer.  
We’re usually around Otts so come talk to us or buy soda, 
food or parts.  Also feel free to come to any of the meetings. 
 
 

Faculty News 
 
David Drury 
Another school year has ambushed me while I was busy 
minding my own business, flying my plane, writing exciting s-
f novels, fishing in Montana, patching cracks in my driveway, 
pulling weeds, deriving an incorrect equation for the magnetic 
force . . . Maybe I’m lucky the school year has begun. 
 
 This fall I am teaching EE 3610 (Communication 
Systems) again.  Students who have put off this course for 

years, postponing their graduations until they are eligible for 
social security, have finally given up trying to avoid me and 
have registered for the course.  I am also teaching EE 4630 
(Advanced Communication Systems).  Last year, Advanced 
Com was cancelled because of low enrollment and I was 
forced to teach Statics.  This semester I don’t have to teach 
Statics, and I am in a much better mood. 
 
My airplane just came home from its annual inspection, 
officially airworthy (at least for the moment).   
 
 

     My second sci-fi / mystery 
novel, Jupiter’s Shadow, goes on sale (in hardcover) this 
month.  Because my publisher doesn’t offer book stores a 
substantial discount, don’t look for it on the shelves of your 
local Borders or Barnes and Noble. You can (fortunately!) 
order it from barnesandnoble.com or amazon.com.  I will also 
have some copies for sale in my office, so if you visit the 
campus you can pick one up and have it autographed (greatly 
increasing its value to collectors!).  I still haven’t found a 
paperback publisher for my first novel, All the Gold of Ophir 
 
Gang Feng 
Sometimes it’s hard to believe the summer is gone, again. I 
have been busy for a whole summer since I started in late May 
to work on a software project for AVISTA. The project was 
really interesting and time consuming, and because of this I 
barely got any chance to travel anywhere.  Fortunately some  
friends from DC decided to visit me and my wife during the 
Labor Day weekend. We spent one day in Wisconsin Dells. 
Can you believe that was the third time I took the DUCK tour 
and watched the jumping dog? We spent another day in 
Devil’s Lake.  I really enjoyed hiking along the bluff on such a 
wonderful day.   
 
This semester I am teaching EE3780 and EE4750. I plan to 
make a major change on EE4750 by using Xilinx Spartan-3 
board. The motivation of this change is to expose the students 
to different FPGA technologies (in previous years EE4720 and 
EE4750 used the same Altera UP2 board).  A lot of materials 
have been redeveloped and students have to use new software 
to work with the board.  I am hoping everything goes 
smoothly.  
 
Best wish to all of you. 
 
John Goomey 
Another fall, another school year begins.  As I start my eighth 
year at Platteville with a bit of a sense of routine, I reflect back 
to this time seven years ago when I was so nervous in front of 
my first digital class that I wrote 0+0=1 on the board.  At least 



 3

one student was gracious enough to remember that on the next 
exam.  The subject matter has become routine, and standing in 
front of a roomful of students has become eerily natural.  
Being here was never about that, it has always been all of you 
that make this place interesting. 
 
This semester I have a couple rooms full of freshmen (all of 
whom were born after I graduated high school for the first 
time) in Engineering Projects.  There is also a good size 
section for Circuit Modeling I.  The Solid State students are a 
rambunctious group.  They started the first day of class by 
hiding all the chalk until I left to go get some.  I returned to 
find the formerly empty chalk trays full. 
 
Debbie is doing well and I must be doing better because she 
was kind enough to inform me and our friends at church that, 
“This is the first summer I don’t want him to go back to 
work.”  I will ignore the obvious implication of that statement 
and take the compliment.  By the time any of you read this I 
will have my first teenager, as Andrew turns 13 on September 
10.  He’s growing into a very kind young man.  Talitha (5) is 
continuing to homeschool.  She spends most of her time with 
her nose in a book and loves it.  John (4) is going to pre-
kindergarten at the school a block from our house.  Abigail (3) 
is the rambunctious one of the bunch, but does everything with 
a smile on her face.  Ketura (1) has by far the strongest will of 
any of the children so far.  At the sound of the word “no”, 
even in the sentence “I don’t know” a shrill scream of anger is 
sure to follow.  Miriam (5 months) is starting to find her way 
around the house and is just a joy to play with. 
 
Life on campus and off is great.  I hope the same is true for all 
of you. 
 
Xiaomin Kou  
I spent the whole summer this year improving my course notes 
for EE4440 Motor Drives. Two years ago, I initiated this 
course at UWP.  In the first version of the notes, I only 
covered the typical dc motor drives and induction motor 
drives, including the dynamic modeling of the related motors, 
the advanced control algorithms and the power processing unit 
design. This summer, I have developed the notes for the 
brushless dc motor drives and the permanent magnet 
synchronous motor drives. Let me have you take a peek on 
some of the slides I have developed. Figure 1 shows the 
diagram of a Brushless DC motor drive.  Figure 2 shows a 
closed-loop position control strategy for permanent magnet 
synchronous motor. Looks pretty cool huh! I drew these 
graphs by myself.  Actually, 99% of the graphs in my notes 
are created by my own magic fingers.  This way I don’t have 
to worry about the Copyright problem and I can express my 
idea on things free. How about master mind control on 
students?  I am getting there!  Are you ready to bite the bait 
yet?  Look for Fall 2009 semester!  
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Figure1. Brushless DC Motor Drives 

 
 

 
Figure 2. A closed-loop position control for permanent magnet 
synchronous motor 
 
I played a gig with a gang of faculty musicians (well let’s just 
say we were, compared to people who don’t play any music) 
at a party in early September!  I got some groupies for the first 
time in my life in the United States!  My secret weapon - a 
case full of harmonics!  “Wow, I’ve never seen that many 
harmonics together!  I am impressed!”  That’s the comment 
from one of my fan!  I have decided to only keep the second 
half of the comment though.  I had a nightmare after that gig. I 
got a record deal with William Huang, the former American 
Idol kicked-out.  A critic posts a comment on YouTube after 
listening to my music, “Wow, I am impressed!  I’ve never 
heard anything like that before.  Leave the harmonica and Mr. 
William Huang alone!” 
 
Yong Li 
It always feels good to have something new to report for the 
newspaper.  In the fall semester, EE3770 Logic and Digital 
Design course Streaming Video will be available with Desire 
to learn in the WAB. It is not only for the students at the 
remote site, all the students are able to replay the video and/or 
check the course material on the Internet.  For Li himself, it is 
a learning process too.  The first thing he has to learn is how to 
write on the tablet screen and use the Smart Board efficiently.  
 
For the EE4720 course, this semester each student is going to 
use one ALTERA DE2 board to implement the projects. This 
development and education board has Cyclone II 
EP2C35F672C6 with EPCS16 16-Mbit serial configuration 
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device, 8-Mbytes SDRAM, 512K SRAM, 4-Mbytes flash, 
16x2 LCD Display and Eight 7-segment displays.  For those 
of you who had this course before should feel the differences. 
For those of us who want to design a “real” Microcomputer 
and/or other Digital devices,  no doubt it is a chance and a big 
challenge.  
 
Mesut Muslu 
Hello again.  I hope you and your friends and families are all 
doing well.  After a long break, I am teaching EE2210 (the 
second circuits course) this semester.  It looks like I have an 
excellent group of individuals in the class.   I am looking 
forward to having a great semester.   
 
I am continuing to chair a committee to establish a university-
wide “renewable” minor at UWP.  The plan is to start offering 
courses on renewable energy starting fall 2008.  The minor 
will have 9 credits of required courses and 15 credits of 
electives.  I am also spending a good amount of time on the 
road visiting companies related to renewable energy to inform 
them about the minor, and also ask their support to establish a 
“Renewable Energy Resource Center” in the new engineering 
building.   
 
On the family front, we went back to our original home 
country, Turkey, and spent about 6 weeks this summer.  It was 
great to see the family and friends after a two-year break.  In 
the mean time, Kutay is very excited about receiving his 
“driving permit”.  As you might expect, Zehra and I have 
mixed feelings about his driving, but it shows us how fast time 
passes.  Both Kutay and Cagla are doing well at school.  
Kutay is trying to get into varsity soccer where Cagla is in 
volleyball, basketball, and soccer.  
 
I wish all of you the best in the months and years ahead.  I 
hope to see many of you at the homecoming 2007. 
 
Nader Safari-Shad 
Hi everybody, 
 
I hope you are all doing well. Summer of 2007 was a very 
exciting season for me and my family. 
 
With support from the department and a university grant, in 
early July, I was able to travel and present a paper in my 
research field at the European Control Conference held in 
Kos, Greece. The trip was great. I managed to listen and talk 
to my colleagues on mutual research issues of interest and 
visit Athens. Later, I joined my family for a four week 
vacation in my home country Iran.  
 
Also, this summer, I did my usual professional activity which 
is consulting for Alliant Energy.  
 
Now I am back in full swing for a new academic year. This 
semester, I am teaching EE 121 (Circuit modeling I), EE 222 
(Signal & systems) and jointly ME 498 (MEMS II) for the 
first time! I am also advising IEEE student branch 
organization where hopefully we can offer great professional 
development activities to EE students and faculty. We’ll be 

greatly honored if some of you can come and give us talks 
about your involvement at your occupation wherever you may 
be. 
 
I would always enjoy hearing from you and how your career is 
advancing. My e-mail address is safarisn@uwplatt.edu. Have 
a great fall! 
 
Phil Sealy 
 Karen isn’t going to Iraq to work in a MASH unit.  
She’s too old so they won’t take her.  Sometimes age is a good 
thing.  Instead she’s continuing her education at UW-Madison.  
She’ll be getting that MS RN pretty soon.  Then she’ll get a 
job as a nurse manager or clinical specialist and make the big 
bucks and I’ll retire and go fishing every day.  It’s a good 
thing she never reads this newsletter. 
 Annie is taking an advanced Latin class and she 
called me the other day and she was worried.  Most of the time 
she’s the best kid in the class and she answers all the oral 
questions the prof asks before anyone else even knows that a 
question was asked.  Now she’s in a class full of prelaw 
students and law students and they all know what habeas 
corpus and nolo contendre mean before she can figure it out.  
It was tough for her to not be the best.  She called me a few 
days later and she said all those law guys only knew a few 
catch phrases related to law (my favorite non-english catch 
phrases are mas cerveza pour favour and mehr bier bitte) and 
their Latin grammar was horrible.  She’s back on top again 
and she likes it there. 
 John and I went to the Porcupine Mountains over the 
summer and it was good.  We’ll probably try something a little 
more challenging next summer.  Any suggestions?  John is in 
a biology class this semester and they have to do a semester 
project.  One of the options was brewing beer.  Guess what 
I’m doing this weekend? 
 Mo is swimming again.  She’s doing long distances 
just like her older siblings.  I guess the Sealy’s are built for 
endurance instead of speed.  She has already finished the 500 
yd freestyle faster than Annie did when she was a junior (and 
she got a letter, go Mo).  I think she really wants to do it 
faster than John. 
 I’m teaching baby analog and fields this semester.  
Last year’s fall fields class was outstanding (90 % pass rate).  
This year they are already doing better than last year.  I’m still 
hoping for a fields class that everyone passes.   
 I’m the co-chair of the College Expo committee 
again this year (and again and again). Expo is Thursday, April 
3.  As always, we are looking for people to come back and 
visit for a day and act as judges for the projects.  It usually 
only takes an hour or so to do the judging.  If you’re still in the 
area and are interested drop me an email at 
sealy@uwplatt.edu.   It’d be nice to see some alumni here to 
represent the industries that hire Platteville EEs.  Here’s the 
deal: If you were in one of my classes and you come back to 
judge, I’ll buy you a beer at The Perfect Pint on my way home 
from Expo (and maybe I’ll buy pizza too).  Thanks again to all 
of you who came last year.  
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Piyare Sharma 
I am teaching EE4350 (Digital Control) and EE3310/ME4330 
(Automatic Control) this fall. We have ordered additional 
equipment for the automatic control lab for performing some 
interesting labs in the course . I would greatly appreciate any 
suggestions and comments for making this lab more  
interesting to our graduates. 
 
Dr Piyare Lal Sharma 
Professor of Electrical Engineering 
UW-Platteville, Platteville,WI 53818 
Tel 608-342-1362 
 
Academic Dept Associate  
Rose Durni 
Well, we are again!  Seems like the beginning of a semester 
comes around pretty darn fast, and once it’s here – the days 
are filled with a flurry of activity. 
 
As for my summer, nothing real exciting to talk about—did 
some camping – just about every weekend we had the chance 
and found out we really liked it.  We liked it so much we 
purchased a summer place – PERMANENT so we can just 
travel there, not move around and come rain, flood or hail or 
whatever “Mother Nature” decides to bring.  We now have a 
place at Wysauling – close to the river for fishing and have 
spent weekends working, and working, getting it up to our 
liking. 
 
Enjoy time spent with the grandchildren, as always.  One more 
has entered the college life and we are awaiting the arrival of 
#14.  14 is a good number, I think it could stop there—but, 
who am I. 
 
I had a chance to visit both Fox Valley and Rock County this 
summer to view firsthand the EE classrooms and labs.   
 

 
Figure 1  Groundbreaking 

 
Figure 2 Construction of Engineer Building 
 
And of course, our new Engineer building is “deep” into 
construction.  We had the groundbreaking on May 19th with 
faculty, community member and dignitaries present.  It is quite 
an enhancement to UWP and the community.  I am looking 
forward to the move in Jan. 2009.    
 
News from UW-Rock County 
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Figure 3 UW-Rock County "New" Facility �
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News from UW-Fox Valley  
 
Steven Popovich 
This semester, I am teaching EE-222 (Signals and System) 
and EE-121 (Circuit Modeling I).  Being my third semester at 
UW-Platteville, some people have asked me if I’ve had 
enough teaching yet.  My answer remains an emphatic – this is 
a great job!  I hear not all students look forward to Signals and 
Systems?  I can’t imagine why and that’s the reason I’m so 
excited to have this course.  So far, I’ve been able to capture 
the student’s interest in the material.  That’s important, 
because the subject matter really is fascinating and it’s 
difficult to overemphasize the importance and application of 
the topics covered.  I still believe that the (seemingly) most 
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complicated things can be made simple, when they’re 
presented in the right way. 
 
I kept busy this summer working for Oshkosh Truck and 
completing a project.  I also worked in helping Dr. Li offer 
EE-377 (Digital Design) on a remote basis to Fox Valley.  Oh 
yes, and my family and I took a few brief trips in August.  I 
spent some time golfing in Texas with relatives.  It’s a really 
fun place, but sort of like visiting a furnace.  I prefer the cold 
weather!  We almost ran over a bear while driving in 
Michigan and watched another one wandering around a yard.  
It changes the thought process when backpacking through a 
wilderness area and you know they’re out there.  As far as 

Alaska, that will have to wait to - perhaps next summer.  This 
summer was just too busy.  At home, our dog is growing 
wilder than ever!  None of our three cats has had a nervous 
breakdown, at least yet.  It keeps my wife and daughter 
entertained, so it’s earning its keep - in dog food and scooper 
business.  My daughter is already in the seventh grade.  Wait a 
minute, I remember seventh grade – can someone tell me how 
to slow this down a little, please?  Wishing you all a great 
semester…  
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