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Fall 2005  
 
CHAIRS CORNER 
Mesut Muslu 
 
I would like to begin wishing you a wonderful fall season.  
I am hoping to see many of you at the homecoming 
October 15th, 2005.   Keep in mind that the homecoming 
dinner and golf tournament are on Friday.  If interested in 
attending, notify Mary Kurth in General Engineering.  The 
brat fest and parade are on Saturday     
 
There are a couple of exciting developments that I would 
like to inform you about.  Let me start with the news that 
we have the go ahead to offer UWP- Electrical 
Engineering degree at both UW-Rock County (in 
Janesville) and UW-Fox Valley (in Menasha).  We are 
planning to start offering EE courses in both locations in 
Fall 2006.  In the mean time, we are in the process of 
hiring three new faculty members for these collaborative 
offerings.  These programs aim to attract technical people 
who work at industry and want to receive UWP-EE degree 
by taking courses late in the afternoon or evenings.   
 
We are also preparing for the ABET (Accrediting Board 
for Engineering and Technology) visit in Fall 2006.  This 
academic year we need to prepare what is called “self 
study” which explains how our program satisfies the 
criteria set by ABET.  Every year we send surveys to 2nd 
and 5th year graduates to receive feedback regarding how 
well we meet our goals and objectives.  We certainly 
appreciate your responses to these surveys as they are an 
important part of ABET review.   
 
I am happy to report to you that we have spent over 
$100,000 dollars to upgrade our labs last year.  Thanks to 
our friends in industry for their contributions to our efforts 
to keep our laboratories state-of-the-art.  
 
I am also happy to report to you that we have received 
over $8,000 for new EE scholarships last year.  One of the 
scholarships is established by two of our recent graduates.  
Thanks Jill and Miles. 
 
Again, thank you for your visits, calls, and notes.  I am 
looking forward to seeing some of you at the Homecoming 
2006. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EE News Items 
 
May 2005 Graduates 
   Employer 
Arick Bakken  Caterpillar 
Lisa Dassow  Pearl Engineering 
Rustin Ellefso  McKesson 
John Henkel  Grad School:  UW-Madison 
Jason Howser  Northrop Grumman   
Dan Janetski  Granite Microsystems 
Ryan Laspa  Kimberly-Clark Corp 
Shih-min Lin  Taiwan National Military 
Christopher Meyer  
Paul Mroczenski  Northrup Grumman 
Tom Nipple  Motorola 
Dan Olson   
Michael Potts  Telex Communications 
Kevin Riederer  Autologik 
Yee Vang  Cardinal FG 
Richard Vedvik  KJWW 
 
2005 – 2006 Scholarship Recipients 
Student   Scholarship 
Tony Gregerson  Arthur Cooke 
Andy Owen  Arthur Cooke 
Bart Grinwald  Arthur Cooke 
Gus Hammer  EE Alumni 
   IEEE Student Chapter 
Dave Pietrowiak  EE Commemorative 
Brendan McGovern Frank Russell 
Mark Panzer  Paul Gray Family 
Brad Larson  Paul Gary Family 
Ben Hirssig  Paul Gray Family 
Joe Butterfield  IEEE Endowed 
   Exelon Energy  
Heidi Mikulsky  John Abraham Cleven 
   Wisconsin Energy  
Mike Haas  John Abraham Cleven 
 
Sarah Bins  Leon Charles Thevenin 
   Platteville Rotary 
Rikki Green  Wisconsin Energy 
John Graczkowski Jill Pamperin, Miles Hill 
      “Lab Rat”  
Nicole Maas  Exelon Energy 
Brad Zdroik  Exelon Energy 
Jason Engman  Exelon Energy 
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Eta Kappa Nu News 
Etta Kappa Nu (HKN) continues to represent 

UW-Platteville’s commitment to education, community, 
and outreach. This past semester HKN decided to 
undertake a bigger role in the campus by reaching out to 
the student population via the GEEK newsletter. The 
GEEK (an acronym for Gushing with Electrical 
Engineering Knowledge) was started with a handful of 
HKN members trying to talk about happenings in the 
school of Electrical Engineering. Topics ranging from 
“Co-ops-Give ‘Em a Try” to “Mark’s Project Corner” to 
“The Top Ten Reasons Why It’s Awesome to be an EE 
Female” try to highlight not only the technical knowledge 
in the EE department, but, also the cultural and artistic 
capabilities of the EE students. One issue was sent-out last 
year during Engineering Expo, however, an additional 
circulation during the end of the fall semester will occur 
this year.  

HKN continues its community service with the 
bi-annual highway clean-up project for current members 
and new initiates. A one-mile stretch of highway 151 is 
cleaned by current and prospective members to the benefit 
of the community and as a team building exercise. To 
service the EE campus community HKN offers snacks for 
sale in the communications lab. Additionally, HKN 
continues to offer electronic parts for sale in the comm 
laboratory with part kits especially for the EE377 and 
EE378 digital and microcontroller classes and EE444 
motor drives.  

To contact HKN e-mail president Heidi Mikulsky 
at mikulskh@uwplatt.edu  

 
Faculty News 
 
David Drury 
 This semester I am teaching EE 3610 
(Communication Systems), EE 4630 (Advanced 
Communication Systems), and EE 4010 (UHF 
Amplifiers).  It’s the first time I’ve taught Advanced 
Communications since 2001 (Dr. Sealy taught it last year) 
— frightening how much probability theory I’ve forgotten 
since then.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gang Feng 
Hello, everyone! Hope all of you had a wonderful 
summer! In early July, I went back to China to take a long 
vacation (I came back in late August). It has been more 
than five years since I left China last time and it was a 
truly amazing experience to go back again – there are so 
many things in China that I could not recognize.  
 
Our robot project was very successful in the Engineering 
Expo. Three ultrasonic sensors were mounted in the front 
of the robot and it thus can automatically detect and 
circumvent obstacles. It can run through the Hall way 
along our offices at a reasonably fast speed. Many of you  
have helped us build this robot; I welcome you back to see 
how it works. The demo is for free! 
 
My research also goes well. Last year I received a SAIF 
grant to do some research on sensor networks. Some 
preliminary results have been achieved. Please visit my 
web page at http://www.uwplatt.edu/~fengg/ if you are 
interested in my research.  
 
Best wish to all of you. �  
 
John Goomey 
 
It will be a busy semester this fall.  This semester I 
am teaching two sections of Circuits I and Solid State 
for electrical engineering classes and two sections of 
Introduction to Engineering Projects for general 
engineering classes.  I mentioned last time that we 
had moved phasors into Circuits I.  Surprisingly it 
hasn’t seemed to affect the pass rate of the class. It 
has, however, increased the number of students 
visiting during office hours. 
 
No new birth announcement this 
semester, but if all goes well there 
will be one next time.  As I write this 
Andrew will be turning 11 tomorrow 

 The engine in my airplane opted for early 
retirement this summer.  It made its intentions perfectly 
clear by leaving lots of metal fragments in the oil filter 
(discovered during a routine oil change).  Fortunately, 
Lycoming had an overhauled O360-A4K engine sitting 
on the shelf, so the plane was back in the air after only 
three weeks (and $19k). 
 
 
 

 My first sci-fi novel, All the Gold of Ophir, is on schedule 
for publication by Five Star Press before Christmas.  My editor 
hired Alan Clark (you might have heard of him — he’s a famous 
sci-fi and fantasy artist) to do the cover art.  My brother assures 
me that Clark got more money for doing the cover than I got 
for writing the book.  The cover did turn out nicely, though. 
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(Sep. 10).  He has decided he wants to 
be a musician and a baseball player 
when he grows up and is pursuing both.  
Talitha will be 4 soon, and has started 
school at home.  She is incredibly 
excited about learning.  John at 2 
spends most of his time running about 
the house with a large smile on his 
face and knocking his siblings over.  
Abigail is one and a half now and 
spends most of her time smiling and 
running away from John. 
 
I am looking forward to what will be my 
sixth year at Platteville.  This 
university really grows on a person.  
My enthusiasm for helping to keep this 
a great school continues to increase, 
as does my fondness for the school and 
the people here. 
 
 
Xiaomin Kou 
Hi you all! 
There is something big happen to me during the summer. I 
bought myself a house. Well technically, it’s not my house 
yet. It belongs to a bank and I have to work hard for the 
next decades to pay it off, the great America way. When 
you lived in the apartment, the things you had to worry 
about were: 

·  Would some mean dog take your laundry out 
from a washer even if you were just 10 minutes 
late and he simply wanted to use both of the 
washers?  

·  Would the neighbor knock at the wall when you 
were playing some lousy music (May be not 
lousy just they didn’t know how to enjoy it)? I did 
enjoy the awful Piano sound from the other side 
of the wall! Thanks to the poor insulation and my 
peaceful palms. It’s not that I can’t knock at the 
wall. It was just that the wall had been so white 
and I hadn’t plan to damage it in the name of an 
EE professor.  

·  Would the landlord gain access to the roof from 
your room again and again? He of course didn’t 
want to mention this to you before you had signed 
the lease. 

Now that you are a home owner, there are new things for 
you to worry about: 

·  Would the big tree fall down on you house? I got 
the biggest maple tree around the neighborhood 
and I loved it! Imagine the size of a three-adult 
hug! 

·  Would some unhappy ones throw stones to your 
windows? I remember I broke three windows in 
one day when I was a kid! Well I didn’t do it on 
purpose; I was just trying to compete with the 
fellow playmates for the long-distance stone 
pitch. The penalty was not to allow me playing 

outside for a whole week, the crudest punishment 
you can ever give to a 7-year-old. Talking about 
why I don’t like baseball? It might all start from 
here! 

·  Would the Little Platt River or Mississippi River 
get out of control and flood Platteville including 
my house? It sounds like a “déjà vu”! This is no 
New Orleans. I feel sorry for those who lost their 
lives and those who are suffering from the 
hurricane disaster. I hate to see the City of Jazz 
disappearing just like that. Let’s try to help them 
as we can. 

 
Yong Li 
It is good to know that the Electrical Engineering Rock 
County, Fox Valley initiatives have been proved. In next 
few years we are going to have EE students in those 
locations. Besides that we are going to move to a bland 
new building. As a member here for fourteen years, Yong 
is very glad to see those developments.  At the same time 
Yong feels that we have faced a new challenge. How to 
improve the quality of the courses currently he is teaching 
and how to build new connection with Rock County, Fox 
Valley industries. Yong would like to hear the suggestions 
from you.  
 
Mesut Muslu 
 
Hello again.  I hope you and your families are all doing 
well.  After a long break, I am teaching EE2210 again this 
semester.  The course has been modified last year since the 
previous course is changed from 2 credits to 3 credits.  It 
looks like I have a group of outstanding students who are 
eager to take on the challenge.  In addition to teaching 
transient response in time domain, we will cover them in s- 
domain as well.  Students will also design their own linear 
power supply, and do a design project.  I am looking 
forward to having a great semester. 
 
After making several trips to industry early last summer, I 
went to Turkey (my original home country) and joined my 
family there.  We spent 5-6 weeks together and Aegean 
See was fantastic.  Other than temperatures being in 100-
105 degrees most of the time it was wonderful to spend 
time with family and friends.  Of course, if was a great 
opportunity for Kutay and Cagla to practice their Turkish 
there.  I must admit it was a little hard to get back to work 
after such a restful summer.   
 
Again, wishing you the best in the months and years 
ahead.  Hope to see some of you at the Homecoming.   
 
 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING GOES TO 
JANESVILLE AND MENASHA WI 
Our efforts to offer UWP Electrical Engineering degree in 
Janesville and Menasha gave its fruits.  We are excited 
about the collaborative programs we established with UW-
Rock County (in Janesville) and UW-Fox Valley (in 
Menasha) to offer EE degree to the employees of industry 
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who wants to further their education and get a degree.  
This effort is strongly supported by local industries around 
those locations.  Students will be taking classes late 
afternoons or evenings.  UW-Rock County and UW-Fox 
Valley is expected to teach general education classes and 
some general engineering classes where EE courses will be 
taught by EE professors.  We plan to start offering EE 
courses in Fall 2006 in both locations.  The EE Department 
is currently in the process of hiring three faculty members 
for these collaborative programs.    
 
JILL PAMPERIN AND MILES HILL “LAB RAT” 
SCHOLARSHIP ESTABLISHED 
Jill Pamperin and Miles Hill have graduated from EE just a 
few semesters ago.  And they saw a need to recognize 
those outstanding students who spent countless hours in 
labs and help other students succeed.  The Department is 
grateful for Jill and Miles for establishing a scholarship 
named “The Jill Pamperin and Miles Hill “Lab Rat” 
Scholarship” to recognize such outstanding students.  The 
award criteria include…. 
.Minimum of 12 credits in Electrical Engineering and EE 
major. 
.Demonstrate maximum involvement and dedication in 
hands on EE projects, include laboratory work, expo 
projects, research or independent study projects. 
.Demonstrate the following attributes: 
 ·Average of 2-3 hours a day in the lab. 
 ·Helping fellow students 

·Have personal EE projects not related to school 
or work 
·EXPO project in the past or submitting one in the 
coming EXPO 
·Involvement in a professional engineering 
society 

 
 The first recipient of this scholarship is John 
Graczkowski.    
 
 
 
 
 
Nader Safari-Shad, 
 
Hi everybody, 
 
I cannot believe summer is over! I had a very exciting 
summer. I worked for two months and then took a trip to 
Tehran, Iran for a month. The trip was great. Last time, I 
was there five years ago. Tehran is a big modern 
metropolitan city with close to 12 million people! Just 
below Alborz mountain ranges and the beautiful Caspian 
Sea.  
 
The weather was mild by their standards. It even rained 
couple times there while in the mountains it snowed. No 
kidding, snow in late August! Anyway, I had a wonderful 
time seeing the family, relatives, and friends and past 

students who are now engineers and managers. Food in 
restaurants was great. Despite the US media portrait, Iran 
is politically very stable. However, like many developing 
countries, there are lots of social issues, traffic, pollution, 
economic disparity, to mention just a few.  
   
Now that I am back, after getting over my jet lag, I am 
busy with the normal routine of teaching two EE courses. I 
need to finish and send a paper out. Also, I need to finish 
an online course that I have been developing for the last 
few months. UW is going to be offering an online master 
of engineering (MOE) program in control. For those of 
you  interested in control, it is a good opportunity to earn 
an advance degree while working and earning money. 
Please contact the department or me if you are interested. 
 
Well enough from my corner, I’d like to hear from your 
corner whenever you feel you have few minutes to write 
an e-mail and share some thoughts. My e-mail address is 
safarisn@uwplatt.edu. Have a great fall! 
 
Phil Sealy 
 
Karen has been accepted to the Graduate School in nursing 
at Madison so she's ultra busy now. She was worried about 
the amount of time it would take away from the usual day 
to day household stuff, but with one less kid at home and 
the remaining ones all teenagers capable of doing their 
own laundry and feeding themselves she hasn't been as 
stressed as she thought she would be. Besides, I do all of 
my laundry and hers and I cook on weekends and 
whenever she's gone anyway. I am a fantastic cook but I 
hate folding laundry. 
 
Annie transferred to Madison this year. She likes it better 
than Minneapolis. She says that UM-Twin cities is a small 
part of a huge and sprawling city that would be there even 
if the UM wasn't. The university community is spread 
outfl-nd'!!:theirsen't much to do around the campus. She 
likes Madison already and thinks it's great how State St. 
and the Memorial Union and the Library Mall always have 
something exciting going on and she likes that all the fun 
stuff happens within easy walking distance from where she 
lives. Coincidentally (or not) she dropped Calculus and 
Chemistry and added Art History, Basic Drawing (the only 
class in which I ever got an F) and Latin. She knows 
Spanish pretty well, my father and sister are both artists as 
were my grandmother and her father. Annie is already a 
good artist and I'm glad she's going to study something 
that makes her happy. 
 
A few years ago I was lamenting the fact that John wasn't 
practicing his fiddle enough.  He traded it in for an electric 
guitar and has been playing an average of 2 hours per day. 
Sometimes he'll just sit there for 4 or 5 hours at a time and 
play. There are times when I can't tell if it's Clapton or 
B.B. King or John. He's also taking a huge load of AP 
courses.  If everything goes well he'll have 5 AP college 
courses to transfer to school when he goes next year. He's 
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probably going to join Annie in Madison although I don't 
expect they'll see each other much. 
 
Olivia (Mo) is in eighth grade now, which is the top of the 
middle school. My little babies are all growing up. She's 
very funny and smart and beautiful and all that. She is also 
the most helpful around the house of all my kids. She was 
not going to be left behind when I started to teach the kids 
life skills like laundry and cooking and cleaning and as a 
consequence she has learned these skills at a much earlier 
stage in her life than her siblings and she actually takes ~ 
some satisfaction from knowing that she would survive 
better without her parents than her older brother and sister. 
Sometimes I make her the responsible party when I leave 
her and John at home alone.  I will miss my children when 
they become adults. 
 
This summer we spent $lOk of a $15k grant on X-band 
waveguide equipment. I'm doing a special topics course 
now that where we will use it and I'm hoping to get a lab 
into the E&M class the next time we revise the curriculum. 
I'm the chair of the College Expo committee again this 
year. EXPO is Thursday, March 30th. As always, we are 
looking for people to come back and visit for a day and act 
as judges for the projects. It usually only takes an hour or 
so to do the judging. If you're still in the area and are 
interested drop me an email at sealy@uwplatt.edu.  It’d be 
nice to see some alumni here to represent the industries 
that hire Platteville EEs.  Here's the deal: If you were in 
one of my classes and you come back to judge, I'll buy you 
a beer at The Perfect Pint on my way home from EXPO.  
 
Piyare Sharma 
Thank you for the suggestions and comments about the 
programmable logic laboratory in response to last 
semester’s newsletter.   
 
I am teaching Discrete Time Control course, after a break 
of three years, this semester to twenty-four students 
(highest enrollment for this course to my knowledge).  In 
addition, I am also teaching the application of electrical 
engineering (GE 2930) to non-electrical engineering 
majors. 
 
Academic Dept Associate – That’s me!   
Rose Durni 
 
Yep, my “title has changed, I am no longer a Program 
Assistant – I am the Academic Dept. Associate B(whatever 
the B stand for) since the end of July.   
 
I had a very exciting summer---my son and daughter in-
law and baby Daniel were here with us for about 6 weeks.  
Got to spend some really quality time with them as I don’t 
know when they will be back, which won’t be that often as 
they live in Cambodia.  Daniel was 4 months when they 
arrived and almost 6 months by the time they left the US.  
What a great time that is! 
And then my daughter had a baby girl in June.  Tess Anne 
sure is a cutie.  She is our 10th grandchild.  Between the 

babies and 2 that will be graduating in May next year, sure 
makes you feel OLD.  Anytime anyone wants to see 
pictures-just ask.   
 
The EE dept has celebrated its 3rd or was it 4th annual 
picnic, where fun, food, laughter, music and scholarship 
awards were greatly enjoyed by everyone.  We were able 
to have it outside which really enhanced the event. Here 
are some pictures:   
 

    
 

 
 

 
     
 
We have decided to include the EE Mission Statement & 
Goals in this newsletter.   
 
Mission Statement:  The mission of the Electrical 
Engineering Department is to provide a quality electrical 
engineering education with extensive hands-on and 
laboratory experience that will enable our graduates to 
practice their profession with proficiency and integrity. 
 
 
 
The educational goals are to graduate engineers who: 
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1. have the laboratory skills and the ability to use 

modern analysis and design techniques and state-
of-the-art equipment to solve practical 
engineering problems. 

 
The expected student learning outcomes of this 

goal are to graduate engineers who have: 
a) the ability to apply science, engineering 

science, and mathematics to solve 
engineering problems. 

b) the ability to put their engineering and 
design skills into practice. 

c) the ability to use industrial-quality 
laboratory equipment and engineering 
software for analysis, testing, design, and 
communication. 

d) the ability to design systems, 
components, and processes that satisfy 
predetermined constraints. 

e) the ability to put engineering problems, 
put them in solvable form, and develop 
and evaluate alternative solutions. 

 
2. have the professional skills to function effectively 

in the work environment as well as in the 
community. 

 
The expected student learning outcomes of this 

goal are to graduate engineers who have: 
f) the ability to communicate their ideas 

and designs clearly orally, in written 
form, and graphically. 

g) the ability to work as members of a 
team. 

h) had the opportunity to develop 
leadership skills. 

 
3. have a solid understanding of professional and 

ethical responsibility. 
 

The expected student learning outcomes of this 
goal is to graduate engineers who: 

i) understand ethical principles and their 
role in the engineering profession. 

 
4. have a broad education in order to understand 

contemporary issues and the impacts of 
technology on society and the environment. 

 
The expected student learning outcomes of this 

goal are to graduate engineers who: 
j) have sufficient knowledge of the 

humanities and social sciences to 
understand contemporary issues 
concerning the interaction between 
technology and society. 

k) understand that the products they 
develop and the methods used to 

manufacture them can affect the 
environment. 

 
5. have the ability to engage in life-long learning 

and recognize its importance. 
 

The expected student learning outcomes of this 
goal are to graduate engineers who: 

l) realize that the practice of electrical 
engineering is constantly evolving and 
that engineers must have the ability to 
acquire new knowledge and skills on 
their own. 

m) have the ability to earn graduate degrees 
or pursue other continuing education 
opportunities. 

 
 
 
 
  


