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Resources for Local Food Program 
Opportunities

� Grant Programs and Funding Sources
� Farm To School

� Garden Initiatives� Garden Initiatives

� Consumer Campaigns and Education
� Starting Farmers Markets
� Wisconsin Local Food Network



Wisconsin Local Food Marketing Guide
www.datcp.state.wi.usSearch Buy Local



� Buy Local, Buy Wisconsin Program

� The Buy Local Goal
� The Buy Local, Buy WI Program goal is to increase the purchase of Wisconsin 

locally grown or produced food by Wisconsin food buyers.  

Grant Programs and Funding 
Opportunities for Local Food Programs

� Program Elements
� Identifies and addresses hurdles facing regional food system development:  

distribution, processing, access to markets, lack of state policy, institutional 
purchasing

� Consolidates, coordinated efforts to bring new market opportunities for producers, 
increasing farm income

� Develops programs and resources for Wisconsin’s local food producers

� Grant Program
� $225,000 in competitive grants to support local food efforts



Grants for projects that 

BLBW Grant Program

Grants for projects that 
increase the purchase of 
locally grown or produced 
Wisconsin food products



Got Moola Resource Guide
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us

� Sources of Debt & Equity 
Financing

� Grant Resources
� Agricultural Professional 

� Private Consultants
� Media Resources
� Organic Publications

� Agricultural Professional 
Organizations and Resources

� Agricultural-Academic 
Assistance

� Government/Education/Publi
c Resources/Employment 
Agencies

� Grant Writing
� Consultants for Value-

Added Projects
� Federal Resources
� State Resources
� Business Start/Plan 

Resources
� Business Incubators



Building Better Rural Places
http://attra.ncat.org/guide/index.html
Building Better Rural Places
� Federal Programs for Sustainable Agriculture, Forestry, 

Conservation and Community Development
� This guide is written for anyone seeking help from federal 

programs to foster innovative enterprises in agriculture and programs to foster innovative enterprises in agriculture and 
forestry in the United States. Specifically, the guide addresses 
program resources in community development; sustainable 
land management; and value-added and diversified 
agriculture and forestry. Thus, it can help farmers, 
entrepreneurs, community developers, conservationists, and 
many other individuals, as well as private and public 
organizations, both for-profit and not-for-profit.



Farm To School Initiatives
� Wisconsin Homegrown Lunch Program

� http://www.reapfoodgroup.org/farmtoschool/
� Contact Doug Wubben, project coordinator, at 

dwubben@wisc.edudwubben@wisc.edu

� Great Lakes Farm to School
� Contact Sara Tedeschi, at smtedeschi@wisc.edu

� Page 66-68 in Local Food Market Guide



AmeriCorps Farm to 
School Program

Contact Program Manager:
Camilla Vargas

camilla.vargas@wi.gov
608-224-5017



Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Snack 
Program

� Program Description: USDA has an agreement with Wisconsin for the Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Program. The purpose of the program is to increase fresh fruit and vegetable 
consumption in elementary schools by providing a snack to all students free of charge. This 
is a competitive grant that must be applied for annually. The level of funds provided to any 
one school depends on the enrollment.

� Amount of Funds Available: Wisconsin has been awarded $916,838 for the grant period of 
July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009.July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009.

� For more information, contact: 
� Moryah Becker, Public Health Nutritionist, 

School Nutrition Team 
Phone: (608) 266-1924 
E-Mail: moryah.becker@dpi.wi.gov
or
Linda Handel, RD, CD, Public Health Nutritionist
School Nutrition Team 
Phone: (608) 266-2741
E-Mail: linda.handel@dpi.wi.gov



Community Garden Initiatives
� Got Dirt? Toolkit

� http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/health/physicalactivity/pdf_files/GotDirt.pdf
� For more information about this toolkit; Contact:
Nutrition and Physical Activity Program
Division of Public HealthDivision of Public Health
P.O. Box 2659
Madison, WI 53701-2659
Phone: (608) 267-9194
Fax: (608) 266-3125
Email: meineam@dhfs.state.wi.us
Website: http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/



Consumer Campaigns @ DATCP



� SavorWisconsin.com is a free online directory 
of Wisconsin’s food & agriculture companies 
and events.

CONTACT: Abby Bachhuber, abby.bachhuber@wi.gov, 608-224-5134

� It connects consumers who want high quality 
Wisconsin products with the people who 
produce them.

� A calendar of events, including Farmers’ 
Markets, is also on the site.    



� Something Special from Wisconsin™  
� a trademark marketing program 
� founded in 1983  
� administered by DATCP’s Division of Agricultural Development

� The trademark logo guarantees that at least 50% of a product's 

CONTACT: Lois Federman, lois.federman@wi.gov

608-224-5124

� The trademark logo guarantees that at least 50% of a product's 
ingredients, production, processing activities or services are of 
Wisconsin origin. 

� Every $ spent on SSfW™ products and services supports
� local farmers 
� food processors
� entrepreneurs
� our communities and livelihood
� the Wisconsin way of life.  



www.eatlocalwisconsin.com



Starting a Farmers Market
� From the Local food Marketing Guide; pages 

7-14
� Steps to Starting
� WIC – Farmers Market Nutrition Program
� PROFILE: Lodi Valley Farmers’ Market



Wisconsin Local Food Network
� Mission: Creating Statewide connections for 

learning from the experiences of Wisconsin 
local food initiatives. We foster learning for 
local and regional action through local and regional action through 
networking and dialogue

� http://wisconsinlocalfood.wetpaint.com/



Directory of Local Food Initiatives
� Local and Regional - Local Food Initiatives

Central Rivers Farmshed
Chequamegon FEAST
Dane County Food Council
Fondy Food Center
GEM Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry Program (GEMSAF)
Growing PowerGrowing Power
Local Fare
NEW Food
Northwest Wisconsin Regional Food Network
Oneida Community Integrated Food Systems
PriceDirect
REAP Food Group
Sauk County Food Security Coalition
SHARE
Slow Food Wisconsin Southeast
Southeast Wisconsin Food & Farm Network
Walnut Way Conservation Corp.



Supporting our Local Food Producers

� What do our producers need?
� We want to hear from you

� Issues
� Land Prices and Access?� Land Prices and Access?
� Business Development?
� Access to markets?
� Distribution?
� Processing?
� Production training?
� Food Safety



Let’s get Started 
� Choosing a Local Food Program for your 

community


