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Philosophy is generally thought of as a search for truth�
truth about human beings and truth about every aspect of 
the world in which we live. Philosophy attempts to satisfy 
our urge to resolve the most basic issues of life.

Philosophy literally means the �love of wisdom.� As a 
discipline of the mind, it calls us to think critically about 
the most fundamental questions of life. What does it mean 
to be human? How are humans related to the rest of real-
ity? What constitutes reality? Is the universe friendly or 
indifferent to human purpose? To what extent are we free 
or not free? What purposes ought we to pursue? What 
are the possibilities and limitations of human power and 
understanding? By what criteria can such questions be 
addressed? What constitutes knowledge? Are there dif-
ferent ways of knowing? What role do assumptions play 
in what we think is true? 

By challenging students to think carefully about questions 
like these, the philosophy program provides an excellent 
foundation for graduate school as well as a pathway not 
only to making a life but also to making a living in careers 
such as law, teaching, business, the ministry, journalism, 

and art.

The philosophy program offers both a major and minor, 
stressing the whole sweep of the history of philosophy 
rather than any particular philosophy. It also offers courses 
important to students majoring in other disciplines, not 
only introductory courses like Ethics and Introduction to 
Philosophy, but also more specialized courses like Phi-
losophy of Religion and Philosophy of Law.

A student majoring in philosophy may graduate with 
honors in philosophy by maintaining a high grade point 
average, and in the senior year completing an independent 
research project.

UW-Platteville is very proud of the professional and 
experienced philosophy faculty, all with doctorates and a 
broad background in the history of philosophy and special 
competencies and interests that complement one another. 
The faculty members specialize in social philosophy and 
the philosophy of education, and in theoretical and applied 
ethics. As teachers, all have high student ratings.

The philosophy faculty has exclusive use of a seminar 
room containing a table and chairs: therefore, rather than 
taking place in a formal classroom, philosophy classes are 
often held in a manner which promotes personal encoun-
ter and discussion among the faculty and students. Also, 
Karrmann Library has a broad range of books for use in 
philosophical studies.

The study of philosophy is of value to a student as a person, 
no matter what speci�c career that student may have in 
mind. Philosophy is an excellent foundation for graduate 
preparation for a career in the following:

	 Law
	 Teaching
	 Business
	 Ministry
	 Journalism
	 the arts
	 and many more

After attaining a bachelors degree, many students go on to 
graduate school. There is no career or profession whose 
foundations are untouched by philosophy. Philosophy 
graduates from UW-Platteville are now employed in a great 
variety of ways as there is always a demand for able and 
thoughtful persons!

For more information about philosophy, write to the Depart-
ment of Humanities, University of Wisconsin-Platteville, 
1 University Plaza, Platteville, Wisconsin 53818-3099, or 
call 608.342.1826.

For general information on the university and its programs, 
consult the website at www.uwplatt.edu or contact the UWP 
Prospective Student Services, University of Wisconsin-
Platteville, 1 University Plaza, Platteville, WI 53818-3099, 
or call toll-free 1.877.897.5288 or locally 608.342.1068.
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The University of Wisconsin-Platteville does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, creed, color, handi-
cap, sex, sexual orientation, developmental disability, national origin, ancestry, marital status, arrest record or 
conviction record.

First Semester
Math 			   3
Engl	 113 	 Freshman Comp	 3
Speech 101 	 Public Speaking	 2
Phil 	 113 	 Intro. to Philosophy	 3
Lab. Science elective	 5
			   16
Second Semester
Engl 	 123 	 Freshman Comp	 3
Foreign Language elective	 4
Phil 	 253 	 Ethics	 3
	 OR
Phil	 254	 Science, Tech & Ethics	 3
Social Science 	 3
Humanities elective	 3
	 OR
Phil	 263	 Logic	 3
			   16

First Semester
Phil 	 233 	 Origins of Western Phil.	 3
Lab. Science elective	 4
Foreign Language elective	 4
Phil 	 273 	 Intro to Heb. Scriptures	 3
Engl 		  Literature course	 3
			   17
Second Semester
Phil 	 243 	 Phil. in the Mod. World	 3
Social Science elective	 3
Foreign Language elective	 4
Phil 	 283 	 Intro to N.T.	 3
Minor or other elective	 2
PE 	 100 	 Physical Education	 1
			   16

First Semester
Phil 	 333 	 Ontology and Ethics	 3
Art      		 Art History	 3
Social Science elective	 3
WoSt	 113 	 Intro. to Women�s Stu.	 3
Minor or other elective	 2
PE Elective		  1
			   15
Second Semester
Phil 	 443 	 Seminar in Philosophy	 3
Phil 	 373 	 Continental Philosophy	 3
	 OR
Phil	 353	 Philosphy�s Feminist Future	3
Foreign Language elective	 4
Minor or other elective	 3
			   16

First Semester
Phil	 323	 Philosophy of Religion	 3
Phil	 293	 Major Traditions in
		  Eastern Religions	 3
Minor or other electives	 8
			   14
Second Semester
Phil	 443	 Seminar in Philosophy	 3
Phil	 383	 Existentialism	 3
	 OR
Phil	 363	 Phil. of Law	 3
Mus		  History of Music	 3
Minor or other electives	 6
			   15

The courses listed above lead to a bachelor of arts in 
philosophy. 

What follows is a sample. Our advisors work with each student individually to craft a course of 
study that meets all requirements. 


