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The University of Wisconsin-Platteville, the rstinstitution
of higher education in Wisconsin to grant the baccalaure-
ate degree in criminal justice, has distinguished itself as
a leader in providing high quality education. Since its
creation in 1966, the Department of Criminal Justice has
been recognized by criminal justice agencies across the
nation for the excellence of its academic program and the
professional accomplishments of its graduates.
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Excellent Faculty Inaddition to their educational prepa-
ration and teaching abilities, faculty members have been
involved in research and education in criminal justice and
have served as practitioners in the eld.

Pride in Being a Criminal Justice Student at UW-
Platteville As part of one of the largest departments on
campus, criminal justice majors play a signi cant role in
student government and other activities. In addition, the
Criminal Justice Association sponsors a number of eld
trips, and social and professional activities for students
throughout the year.

OutstandingPlacementRates UW-Platteville graduates
are employed in all areas of the criminal justice system
throughout the United States. Students willing to consider
a wide range of geographical areas are found to be highly
successful in placement.

Student Success in Graduate and Professional Educa-
tion Many graduates have gone on to pursue advanced
degrees in criminal justice and related elds; others have
entered law school or other professional schools.

Criminal Justice Career Day The Criminal Justice As-
sociation, assisted by the Department of Criminal Justice,
holds an annual Criminal Justice Career Day. Represen-
tatives from all areas of the criminal justice system are
invited to campus to give students information on their
specialized elds.

An Outstanding Internship Program A student who
has completed the sophomore year is eligible to apply for
an eight-week internship with a criminal justice agency
in an area of career interest. The student is assigned to
observe and study the daily operations of the agency and,
under agency supervision, may work on active cases and
special assignments.
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Study Abroad Criminal justice students have an op-
portunity to study abroad in a variety of countries. In con-
junction with the UW-Platteville Study Abroad Program,
our students can enhance their international education and
cultural diversity experience.

Wisconsin Police Certi cation Criminal justice majors

who graduate with particular criminal justice courses are

eligible to enroll ina summer recruit academy which certi-
es them as Wisconsin police of cers.

AODA Counseling Certi cation The Departments of
Criminal Justice, Psychology and Counseling offer courses
that complete the knowledge portion of certi cation as an
alcohol and other drug abuse counselor.

SocialWork Certi cation The Departmentsof Criminal
Justice and Psychology offer courses that allow graduates
to take the social work certi cate exam.

Crime Laboratories The usual requirement for em-
ployment in a crime lab to analyze physical evidence is a
bachelor of science in chemistry although a bachelor of
science in biology is sometimes useful. The Departments
of Chemistry/Physics, Biology and Criminal Justice coop-
erate to prepare quali ed students to be crime laboratory
analysts.

The Criminal Justice Advisory Boards Advisory
boards, made up of leading practitioners, provide feedback,
insight, and current information on changes in their elds.
They also give advice to the criminal justice department
on future programs and projects.

Workshops and Seminars Nationally recognized au-
thorities are brought to campus to address students and
faculty on matters of social and political concern.

Guest Lecturers Practitionersare invited into the class-
room as guest lecturers. The theoretical and philosophi-
cal principles of criminal justice are complemented and
clari ed by the knowledge offered by these experienced
practitioners. Classes are occasionally taken off campus for
on-site visits to police, court, and correctional agencies.

Personal Interaction Between Faculty and Student
The criminal justice department is large enough to provide
a diversity of perspectives and course offerings, yet small
enough to ensure personal contact between student and
faculty.
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Criminal justice is a stimulating and rewarding area of
study, which can be pursued as part of a broadly based
liberal education as well as part of a program of profes-
sional and preprofessional studies.

With itsemphasis on the administration of justice within the
contextof American society, the criminal justice programis
designed to stimulate critical thought about the nature and
causes of crime, as well as to assess the diverse methods
of responding to criminal and delinquent behavior. As part
of the liberal arts tradition, criminal justice can be studied
asanend in itself or as a eld of study that is personally
enriching regardless of one s career interests. At the same
time, however, undergraduate education in criminal justice
provides for the needs of students who plan to enter law
school or who wish to pursue graduate studies in criminal
justice, criminology, or related elds. Similarly, for those
students wishing to beginworking inthe eld immediately
upon graduation, a bachelor s degree in criminal justice
provides excellent and often necessary preparation.
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The program of study provides an in-depth understanding
of the criminal justice system. Students may select one of
three areas of emphasis. The law enforcement emphasis
provides students with a concentration of courses focusing
on the law enforcement role of a democratic society. The
correctionsemphasis provides specialized courses for those
interested in community based corrections, correctional
institutions or juvenile justice. The forensic investiga-
tions emphasis provides a concentration of specialized
courses for students interested in crime scene preserva-
tion, evidence collection, documentation, preservation
and evidence analysis. Students are not required to select
aspeci ¢ emphasis.

All students take a core of courses designed to aid them in
critically assessing the functions and relationships of law
enforcement, prosecution, courts, and correctional systems
in the United States.

Students who major in criminal justice are encouraged to
consider completing minors in related areas (e.g. foreign
language, ethnic studies, psychology, political science,

accounting, chemistry, biology, business, or computer
science). Students who are majoring in other elds can
minor in criminal justice or forensic investigations. The
forensic investigations lab contains state of the art equip-
ment. Equipment includes an Automated Fingerprint
Identi cation System (AFIS) and UWP is one of only 12
universities in the country with this technology. There is
also other equipment and instrumentation associated with
processing ngerprints and conducting trace evidence
analysis. The University Farm has designated almost an
acre of landasan outdoor Forensic Investigations Research
Facility commonly knownasa body farm. The Criminal
Justice Department utilizesthis space asaworking research
facility to gather and analyze data on the effects of time and
weather on the decomposition rate of remains. Referred
toasthe pigdig (UW-Platteville uses hog carcasses due
to the similarities in the decomposition rate and patterns
compared to humans), students process acrime scene burial
site. This provides hands on, as well as sight and smell,
practical eld exercise in the documentation, collection
and preservation of crime scene evidence.
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Criminal justice embraces a diverse range of professional
opportunities, including law enforcement, prosecutionand
defense, courts, and corrections. Public agencies served
includethe F.B.1., U.S. Customs, U.S. Marshals, the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, the U.S. Bureau of
Prisons, various state police agencies, prisons, state youth
authorities, narcotics treatment programs, departments of
conservation and natural resources, state justice depart-
ments, crime laboratories, and literally thousands of local
and county police and correctional agencies. In the private
sector, there is a rapidly growing number of opportunities
in private security, insurance investigation, loss prevention
and other private investigative areas.
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For more information write to the Department of Criminal
Justice, University of Wisconsin-Platteville, 1 Univer-
sity Plaza, Platteville, Wisconsin 53818-3099, or call
608.342.1622.

For general information on the university and its programs,
contact UWP Prospective Student Services, University of
Wisconsin-Platteville, 1 University Plaza, Platteville, WI
53818-3099, or call toll-free 1.877.897.5288 or locally

conviction record.

The University of Wisconsin-Platteville does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, creed, color, handi-
cap, sex, sexual orientation, developmental disability, national origin, ancestry, marital status, arrest record or




