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The building construction management professional is one
of many key players in the building construction business.
Architectsand engineers design the buildings. Carpenters,
brick layers, electricians, plumbers, and dozens of other
tradesmen do the actual construction work. The BCM
professional isthe bridge between the designers and trades-
men. They take the building blueprints and speci cations
to plan-organize-manage-supervise the actual construction
ofthe building. Other key players are the owners (individu-
als, companies, or government agencies who are having
the building built), bankers, and all the companies which
provide building materials and related services. BCM
professionals work with and can be hired by any of these
types of organizations.
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Construction is the largest single industry in the United
States. Itiscontinuing to grow in size and scope--although
there have been ups and downs in the industry throughout
history. The United States and other countries around the
world have a monumental task ahead if they are to meet
the building construction needs of the future. Constantly
improving technology and specialization are changing
the face the construction industry. BCM professionals
who know how to apply the technology and adapt to the
every changing construction business landscape will have
tremendous employment opportunities upon graduation.
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The Building Construction Management (BCM) program
is part of the Department of Industrial Studies at UWP.
The curriculum consists of three major components: the
general education core, the building construction technical
core and the management core. The general education
courses include communication, math, statistics, physi-
cal education/wellness/ tness assessment, humanities,

ne arts, social sciences, natural sciences, international
education, ethnic and gender studies. These prepare stu-
dents to be well-rounded, good citizens, and contributing
members to society.

The building construction technical courses include con-
structiondrafting/CADD, construction materials, construc-
tion methods and techniques, residential and commercial
planning and design, estimating, scheduling, surveying
and construction safety. The management courses include
accounting, administration, business law, management
and supervision.

The student must earn 120 credits for a Bachelor s of Sci-
ence degree. BCM students are not required to declare or
earnaminor, butmany do. The three mostcommonminors
earned by BCM students are business administration, oc-
cupational safety, and Spanish. Most minors require 24
credits. Many of the requirements for the major overlap
with the requirements for the business administration and
occupational safety minor; therefore, with good planning
either of these two minors can be earned with less than
144 (120 + 24) credits.
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Words in books and ideas expressed in the classroom
are the basis for theories. But for theories to really have
meaning, they must be put into practice. Each academic
year, the students in the BCM program build a house from
scratch. A student in the Residential Planning and Design
class designs the house in the spring after many visits with
the homeowners. The following fall semester, students
frame the house and must have it watertight before the
Christmas break. Professional plumbers and electricians
do their rough-ins between semesters. In the spring the
students insulate, hang the drywall, and do all the nish
carpentry work. Each semester, students formally apply
for and submit their resume for being the project manager.
This student receives additional credit for managing the
project for the semester.
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Throughout the academic year, other BCM classes use the
house to study heat ow, insulation techniques, plumbing,
electrical wiring. The purpose of the class is not be make
the students into tradespeople, but rather to learn the process
of construction, management, and how a building func-
tions as an integrated system. Building this house allows
the students to learn how to take the theory learned in the
classroom and convert it into reality.
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BCM students are required to take 3-8 credits of intern-
ship. Most students do their internship during the summer
between their junior and senior years; although it can be
taken at any time of year. The internship is a joint venture
undertaken by the student, the Department of Industrial
Studies, and the construction-related company who hires
the students.

The purpose of the internship is to give the student some
practical experience in the construction business. This
on-the-job experience helps mature the student, expands
their horizons, develop personal responsibility, exercise
independent judge, and earn some pay. It provides a
meaningful context for all the classroom learning . Plus,
after graduating the student now has construction experi-
ence and professional references when seeking full-time
employment.
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The BCM program is a member of the Associated Schools
of Construction whose stated objectives are to provide
professional ideals, standards and identity for individuals
who occupy or seek responsible roles in construction, to
encourage careers in construction education and to enhance
the standing, growth and development of all individuals
who serve or follow the eld.

The Construction Management Association (CMA) is
the on-campus student organization for BCM students
to expand their horizons beyond the boundaries of the
classroom and to begin nurturing professional contacts.
Experts from various construction-related companies are
invited as guest speakers at the meetings. Other activities
include eldtripsto construction sites, community service
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projects, and social events like brat and steak feeds. CMA
is the UWP student chapter of the National Association
of Homebuilders (NAHB), the Associated Builders and
Contractors (ABC), and the Construction Management
Association of America (CMAA).
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The BCM program--along with all the other programs
within the Department of Industrial Studies--is accredited
by the National Association of Industrial Technology
(NAIT).
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Various forms of nancial aid are available for students
who qualify for nancial assistance. These grant, loan and
scholarship sourcesare administered by the UW-Platteville
Financial Aids of ce.

Building Construction Management majors have received
thousands of dollars in scholarships from a variety of lo-
cal, state and national sources. Organizations providing
these funds include the Associated General Contractors of
America, the National Association of Home Builders, the
Associated Buildersand Contractors, the National Associa-
tion of Women in Construction, the AACE International,
the Wisconsin Retail Lumbermen s Association - Philip O.

Mork Annual Memorial Scholarship, the United Building
Centers, Horizon Retail, and the Wausau Homes/Sterling
Building Systems NAHB/WBA matching scholarship
funds. Money from the BCM Alumni and Friends Schol-
arship is also available.
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Opportunities for graduates of construction programs
will continue to grow. Plus, with the present shortage of
quali ed applicants, good jobs for academically prepared
managers of construction are practically guaranteed. A
properly prepared BCM professional can be assured of a
lifetime of rewarding work.
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For more information or questions contact the Department
of Industrial Studies, University of Wisconsin-Platteville,
1 University Plaza, Platteville, Wisconsin 53818-3099, call
(608) 342-1246, or visit
http://www.uwplatt.edu/ind_studies/bcm.html.

For general information on the university and its programs,
consult the website at www.uwplatt.edu or contact the
UWP Prospective Student Services, University of Wis-
consin Platteville, 1 University Plaza, Platteville, WI
53818-3099, or call toll-free 1.877.897.5288 or locally
608.342.1068.
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2 years high school or 2 semesters Foreign Language
Gen Ed

Eng 1130  Freshman Composition | 3
Eng 1230  Freshman Composition |1 3
Math (See Note #1) 3-5
PE 1000  Physical Assessment 1
PE (Any activity course) 1
Psych 1130  General Psychology 3
OR
Soc 1030  Principles of Sociology
Humanities Elective (Level 1) 3
BCM
CS 1830  Computer Applications 3
1S 1260  Building Const Drafting (or IS 1230
or 4020) 3
1S 1130  Wood Technology 3
1S 2710  Principles of Safety 3
TOTAL 29-31
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Choose any two of the following letters (A,B, C) to total 9
credits
General Education
A Phys 4-5
B Chem 4-5
C Geol 1040 Physical Geology 4
OR
Geol 1140  Survey of Physical Geography
Math 1830 Elementary Statistics g
Spch 1010  Public Speaking 2
Fine Arts Elective (Level 1) 8
Hist 1020  World Civilization 3
BCM
Acct 2010 Financial Accounting B
IS 2430  Const. Materials and Graphics 3
IS 2540  Materials and Tech of Building Const 3
TOTAL 28-29
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IS 4990 BCM Internship 2
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Social Science Elective 3

General Education
Humanities/Fine Arts/History Elective (In- Depth)

Econ 2130 Macro Economics
OR
Econ 2230 Micro Economics
BSAD 3340 Mgmt, Gender and Race 3
BCM
IS 3140  General Construction Estimating 4
IS 3180  Construction Safety 3
IS 3220  Construction Procedures 3
1st Technical Elective 3
2nd Technical Elective 3
TOTAL 25
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IS 4990 BCM Internship 2-6
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General Education
Social Sciences (In-Depth) 8
BCM
IS 3210 Construction Laboratory 3-6
IS 4530 Residential Planning & Design 8
IS 4630 Building Systems Analysis 3
IS 4840  Construction Administration 3
IS 4960 Commercial Bldg. Planning & Const 3
IS 4980  Training & Supervision 3
TOTAL 21-24

Grand Total Credits Earned or In-Progress
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