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Animal Science

College of Business, Industry, Life Science, and Agriculture

What is Animal Science?
Animal science is the application of the basic sciences, 
advanced technology and production practices to the 
welfare and management of domestic farm animals. This 
major at UW-Platteville offers the student an opportunity 
to learn modern, forward thinking concepts of profitable 
farm animal production within a well established program. 
The program is designed to highlight classroom theory,  
hands-on experience and relevancy to the nation’s agricul-
tural industry. Courses are offered in areas of management, 
nutrition, physiology, reproduction and genetics.

Requirements
Animal science is a 36-credit program. Students must 
also select a 24-credit minor or 24-credit emphasis in the 
program. The major requirements include anatomy and 
physiology, genetics, management courses, nutrition, 
reproduction and a seminar course.

Emphasis Areas
1.	 Agribusiness
2.	 Dairy
3.	 Livestock and Meat
4.	 Science
5.	 International

Faculty and Facilities
The animal science faculty are experienced instructors 
who teach 23 animal science related courses and advise 
all animal science majors and pre-veterinary medicine 
students. Faculty and staff are also advisors to the Block 
and Bridle Club, Pioneer Dairy Club and Pre-Veterinary 
Club and coach the animal science judging teams. In ad-
dition, faculty and staff members are involved in various 
research activities.  Furthermore, a 430-acre university farm 
located near campus serves as a working laboratory for 
animal science students.  Students have the opportunity to 
observe and obtain hands-on experience with dairy cattle, 
beef cattle and swine.

High School Preparation
Courses in basic science, mathematics, English, commu-
nications and computer science, plus any extracurricular 
activities related to agriculture and dairy and animal sci-
ence, are recommended.

Outstanding Career  Opportunities
Graduates with a degree in animal science from UW-
Platteville have typically experienced annual job place-
ment rates of 90 to 100 percent in many challenging and 
rewarding career areas:

•	 Livestock Speciality Positions—nutrition and genet-
ics

•	 Farm Management—purebred and commercial produc-
tion operations 

•	 Food Safety and Quality Assurance—within corpora-
tions and government

•	 Product Research and Development—in animal produc-
tion and meat and dairy product processing

•	 Sales and Technical Support—feed, health products, 
housing and equipment

•	 Agribusiness—product marketing and distribution 

Graduates with additional education have opportunities in 
animal research, education and extension and veterinary 
medicine.

Internships
Internships are available for any animal science student.  
The opportunities include animal health, breed associations, 
feed sales and service, nutritional consulting, genetic com-
panies and food inspection.  Internships provide excellent 
work experience and interaction with industry profession-
als, while students earn college credit and a salary.

Extracurricular Activities
Animal science majors are encouraged to participate in 
extracurricular activities which provide an excellent way 
for students to interact and share common interests. The 
Pioneer Dairy Club attracts students who are interested 
in the dairy industry, whereas the Block and Bridle Club 
appeals to students interested in beef cattle, sheep, swine 
and horses. For students interested in veterinary medicine, 
the Pre-Veterinary Club offers many activities. In addition, 
the dairy, meat evaluation and livestock judging teams 
provide students the opportunity to travel and interact with 
students from other colleges and universities. 
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The University of Wisconsin-Platteville does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, creed, color, handi-
cap, sex, sexual orientation, developmental disability, national origin, ancestry, marital status, arrest record or 
conviction record.

Suggested Course of Study

Nontraditional and Transfer Students
Nontraditional and transfer students fit into the animal 
science major with relative ease. Students are individually 
advised with regard to courses and credits. Because of the 
flexibility of the program, credit transfer is handled as a 
normal procedure.

First Year
First Semester
Engl	 1130	 Freshman Composition I	 3
Chem	 1140	 General Chemistry                   OR	 4
Chem	 1050	 General Chemistry	 5
AgSc	 1000	 Introduction to Animal Science	 3
AgSc	 1240	 Plant & Soil Environment	 3
		  Social Science/Humanities/Fine Arts Elec.	 3
	 	 Total	 16-17

Second Semester
Engl	 1230	 Freshman Composition II	 3
Biol	 1150	 General Biology	 5
Chem	 1240	 General Chemistry                     OR	 4
		  Social Science/Humanities        OR	 3
		  Fine Arts Elective	 3
AgIn	 1750	 Equip., Struct., and Power Systems	 3
		  Total	 14-15

Second Year
First Semester
AgIn	 1500	 Intro to Agribusiness	 3
PE	 1000	 Fitness Assessment Mgt.	 1
Spch	 1010	 Public Speaking	 2
Math	 1630 or higher	 3
	 (2000 level)
		  Ag Science Elective 	 3
		  Social Science/Humanities       OR	 3
		  Fine Arts Elective	 3
		  Total	 15

Second Semester
PE		  Physical Activity	 1
	 (2000 level)
		  Ag Science Elective 		
		  Ag Industries Electives
		  Social Science/Humanities
	 OR
		  Fine Arts Electives
		  Total	 15-18

Third Year
First Semester
AgSc	 3000	 Animal Nutrition	 4
AgSc	 3020	 Anatomy & Physiology of Domestic	 3
		  Animals	
AgSc	 3030	 Genetics of Livestock Improvement	 3
		  Ag Science Electives
		  Ag Industries Electives
		  Social Science/Humanities 
	 OR
		  Fine Arts Electives
		  Total	 15-18

Second Semester
		  Ag Science Electives
		  Ag Industries Electives
		  Agriculture Electives
		  Total	 15-18

Fourth Year
First Semester
Ag Sc	 4030	 Beef Cattle Management
	 OR
Ag Sc	 4070	 Dairy Cattle Management
		  Ag Science Electives
		  Ag Industries Electives
		  Total	 15-18

Second Semester
AgSc	 4110	 Farm Animal Repro	 4
AgSc	 4190	 Seminar in Animal Science and	 2
		  Biotechnology	
Ag Sc	 4040	 Swine Management	 4
		  (If not taken, both 4030 and 4070)
		  Ag Science Electives
		  Ag Industries Electives	
		  Total	 15-18

For More Information
For more information on the animal science program, 
visit www.uwplatt.edu/soa, write to the School of Agri-
culture, University of Wisconsin-Platteville, 1 Univer-
sity Plaza, Platteville, Wisconsin 53818-3099, or call 
608.342.1393.

For general information on the university and its programs, 
consult the Web site at www.uwplatt.edu or contact UWP 
Prospective Student Services, University of Wisconsin-
Platteville, 1 University Plaza, Platteville, WI 53818-3099, 
or call toll-free 1.877.897.5288 or locally 608.342.1068.


